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the Central Kalahari Game Reserve in Botswana. Up to
30 lions are shot by graziers and other people near the
reserve each year. Now the Botswanan government
wants to stop this attrition, so is helping to support
MacFarlane find ways to avoid the killing.

As a first step, MacFarlane needs to know as much
about the lions as possible - including information on
their movements and feeding habits.

He and his colleagues are fitting a representative
sample of the cats with GPS collars so they can track them
around the 52,800 square kilometre expanse of the park.

They're also keeping a close eye on the behaviour of the
lions, from a safe distance, as well as analysing the animals'

stats to collect information on what they're eating.

When he's not in the field, MacFarlane is back at
base camp analysing GPS data or lion ID photographs.
He's also worked hard to build support for the research

project, both from institutions and individuals who want

to help safeguard the lions. The tracking collars and
other equipment are expensive and the team members
need to be paid.

“It's a hard balancing act, spending time in the field
and chasing the money." he says.
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support, MacFarlane has built a detailed website and
sends out regular newsletters on how the project is
developing.

"One of the sad things with lions is that so
few people realise that they are in bad shape as a
population,” he says. "They've really declined recently.
One of the great keys of having a charismatic animal
at the front of your conservation project is that other
animals that maybe aren't as charismatic benefit.

The wider environment will benefit. So, in a way, the
lions are a flagship and we're trying to bring up the
conservation value of the whole area.”

As the research project reaches the 18-month
mark, MacFarlane says he is inspired to keep going by
the thought of helping to reduce the conflict between
humans and endangered animals, conflicts in which the
animals rarely come out on top. He says the answer will
always lie in working with people as well as the animals.

"The local people need to get value. They need
economic reasons for protecting their own wildlife.
That's the shift we're talking about. It's really the locals
on the ground who need to benefit."

More information: http://www.ckarlionresearch.org
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